
HOOKWORM OAMPAIGN I N ALAMANCE O OUN T Y . 37 

health of the people to promote sanitation and public health among the 
rna ' f'S, and our y,ork wa greatly handicapped by their la ·k of cooperation. 

During the entire campaign n'e were greatly aided by the nen', papers. espe
cially the Burlington paper '. 'Weekly item regardin cr the success of our 
'Tork n'er e publi 'heel. anI the people n-ere urged by the press to yisit the 
dispensaries and take a l\'antage of the opportunity offered by the State and 
county. 

THE PROPOS'ITION OF A WHOLE-TI ME HEALTH OFFICER. 

It is imDo, , 'ible for the State to reach e\'e ry citizen and ins truct him. 
That is the dut~· and pd\'il ge of the county. The greatest factor in public 
health ,york is the ins truction giYen to the school children and to the public 
at large- the common people who are not r eached by the new papers and 
hea lth lmlletins. Tbe on ly way to accompli. h this is to employ a capable 
a nd experienced pbysi 'ian for his n'hole time to look after the health matters 
of the county. It is not nec ssa ry to mention the numer ous duties he would 
haye to perforll. H e 'Tould be interested in not only looking after the health 
of the county but tbe greater part of his work '''ould be cons tructiye- teach
ing the Ian', of 11 alth to the ma,'ses and shO'Tino- them tbe importance of 
ob, 'elTing tbem. Tl1e proposition of the 'Yhole-time h ealth officer was reyolu
tionized by the act of the las t Legi la ture requiring a r egis tration of the yital 
s tatistics. Then. too. this officer '::; 'vork is made more effectiYe since the 
State Boa rd of H ealth has established a Bureau of County H ealth. A physi
cian is in char e of thi. · work, and it is his sole duty to COOL erate n·ith the 
n'hole-tim e health offi 1','. keeping them in touch with ,'imilar work being 
done in other counties. and a lyising them regal'lling local conditions. 

The need of a wll ole- time health offi cer for Alamance i ' so apparent that 
Dr. P. ,Yo COYington, cbief of the Bureau of County H ealth. wa ' ilwited to 
yisit the count~' anel coooerate ,yith us in laying the proposition before the 
officials. On.' ptemher there 'Tas a joint meeting of the boarc1s of educa
tion. health. and count~' commissioner s. Dr. Covington explained the duties 
of tbe whole- time bealth offi ce r in a yery interes ting manner . Talks in fayor 
of the moyement n'er e made by , eyeral of the leading 'itizen, of the county. 
The board of educa tion and the board of health\Ter e llllallimous in recom
mending that the county commissioners make proyision for employing a physi
ciim f or his entire tim e to look after the health rna tters of the county. 

Ther e i only 'pace to gi\'e in detail one fa ct 'hown l1y Dr. COYington. 
ta tis tics proye that. asid from the educa tional and con 'tructiYe features 

of his work. a n'hole- time county health officer. ge tting the minimum r esults. 
n'ould in his first year of 'Tork r educe the death ra te 1 in eyery 1.000 of popu
lation. Thi ' 'TOUltl mean that in Alamance County the health officer would 
saxe 30 liYe, during the firs t year of his 'Tork. The nited States GoYel'll
ment place, a yalue of $ 85 on eyery immigrant that lands on our shor es. 
This mea ns that eyer}' poor , illiterate foreigner , who in many ins tances can
not speak our language. is n'orth to the United States $885 in the increased 
taxes n'hich hi n'ork 'Till turn to the Gm'el'l1ment treasury. The salary for 
a " 'hole- time county health officer i, '2.500 pel' yea r , an incr ease of taxes of 


